with dry benzene for 30 min. Thioglycolic acid (1 mol, 0.69 ml) was then added to the reaction mixture. Refluxing was continued for another 180 min. The reaction was monitored by thin-layer chromatography. After completion of the reaction a reddish-brown amorphous solid, Fe2O3·2H2O/FeO(OH), was removed by filtration. The filtrate was concentrated to dryness under reduced pressure.
The residue was taken up in ethylacetate and successively washed with 5% citric acid, distilled water, 5% sodium carbonate and finally by a brine solution. The organic layer was dried over sodium sulfate and the solvent was removed under reduced pressure to obtain a crude product that was further purified by column x217 ANALYTICAL SCIENCES 2005, VOL. 21 chromatography using silica gel (230 -400 mesh). Samples of the title compound were synthesised by a slow evaporation method. As chematic diagram of the molecule is given in Fig.  1 .
X-ray Structure Analysis Online

Synthesis and Crystal Structure of 2-(3-Pyridyl)-3-(4-methylphenyl)-1,3thiazolidin-4-one
An ORTEP 4 diagram of the molecule at 50% probability is shown in Fig. 2 . The dihedral angle between the plane with atoms C(7)-S(8)-C(9)-C(10)-O(11)-N(12) and the plane with atoms N(1)-C(2)-C(3)-C(4)-C(5)-C(6) is 81.5(1)˚. The angle between the plane with atoms C(7)-S(8)-C(9)-C(10)-O(11)-N(12) and C(13)-C(14)-C(15)-C(16)-C(17)-C(18)-C(19) is 41.0(1)˚. The dihedral angle between the plane comprising of atoms N(1)-C(2)-C(3)-C(4)-C(5)-C(6) and C(13)-C(14)-C(15)-C(16)-C(17)-C(18)-C(19) is 85.4(2)˚. A ring puckering analysis 5 of the five-membered ring indicates that the ring is an envelop on S(8) with a puckering amplitude Q2 of 0.287(2)Å. Also, the ring puckering analysis shows that the thiazolidine ring has a weighted average ring bond distance of 1.6493(12.986)Å and a weighted average absolute torsion angle of 17.92(10.298)˚.
The structure exhibits an intermolecular hydrogen bond of the type C-H·N with the bond length being 3.487(3)Å and bond angle of 159˚. The symmetry code is x, 1/2-y, 1/2+z. Also, the structure exhibits an intermolecular hydrogen bond of type C-H·O with the bond length being 3.228(3)Å and bond angle of 172˚. The symmetry code is x, 3/2 -y, -1/2 + z. The crystal data are given in Table  1 . Tables 2 and 3 give the bond lengths and bond angles of non-hydrogen atoms, respectively. 
